The association of erythrocytosis and chronic lymphocytic leukemia.
The authors report the clinical course of three patients with well-documented chronic lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) and concomitant erythrocytosis. Associated disorders included immune cytopenias, Hashimoto struma and Richter syndrome. Durable complete remissions of CLL have occurred in two patients. Inasmuch as a chance association of these two relatively rare hematologic disorders is unlikely, the available information suggests that a pluripotent stem cell with the capacity to differentiate into lymphoid and erythroid pathways is the most attractive hypothesis.